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This special issue collects the abstracts of the lectures and com-
munications presented at the 30th National Conference of the
Italian Group for the Study of Neuromorphology (G.I.S.N.), a
scientific association founded to promote and develop neuro-
science education and research preferentially related to the field
of morphology of nervous system. The community of Italian sci-
entists is particularly involved in the field of Neurobiology and
Neuroanatomy, due to a long historical tradition starting with
Gabriele Falloppia (1523-1562) and Bartolomeo Eustachio
(1500-1574) that described the organization of the ear,
Marcello Malpighi (1628-1694), who applied the recently dis-
covered microscope to the study of the nervous system, Giovanni
Battista Morgagni (1682- 1771) who linked brain alterations to
neurological diseases, and Luigi Rolando (1773-1831) who
described human cerebral convolutions. Neuroanatomical studies
had a great boost with the development of fixation and staining
techniques, and the contribution of Camillo Golgi (1843-1926)
in this field was a milestone recognized by the award of the Nobel
Prize (1906). This long tradition of neuroanatomical studies has
been perpetuated by several disciples of these giants of the early
period of medical studies and has come down to our days, as evi-
denced by the Nobel Prize awarded in 1986 to Rita Levi
Montalcini (1909-2012). In almost all Italian universities,
anatomists are engaged in the study of the nervous system from
different points of view, with experimental studies involving ani-
mal models of neurological diseases, the link between neural
structures and behavior, the effects of the environment or drugs
on neural circuits and structures. Several researches are now
devoted to fMRI studies that seek to elucidate the connectivity
or modifications of the human brain under normal and patholog-
ical conditions. These different approaches converge towards the
actually consolidated awareness of the unique peculiarity of the
nervous system, where the structure is intimately joined to the
function, laying the foundations of the growing field of neuro-
science nowadays embracing central, peripheral and enteric ner-
vous systems. All these lines of research, and many others, are
represented in our group and have been discussed in our meet-
ings. We hope that reading these abstracts can give a picture of
the state of the art of Neuromorphology in Italy.
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